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CHOPPY WATERS:  

ON GLOBAL MARITIME SECURITY 
India must push for ratification of UNCLOS by all major maritime powers, including the U.S. 

 When Prime Minister Narendra Modi took the stage to address the UNSC on a debate on maritime 

security — the first Indian premier to do so — he might have hoped to keep the focus of the discussion on building 

maritime ties and developing maritime infrastructure through regional cooperation initiatives. Yet, once more the 

discussion veered toward major nations trading barbs on continuing strategic dissonance in this sphere. At the 

heart of the strident claims and counterclaims regarding allegations of abuse of maritime resources and disrespect 

of territorial sovereignty rights of nations were the U.S., on the one hand, and China and Russia on the other. Mr. 

Modi deserves credit for bringing to the table a five-prong plan to enhance maritime security worldwide through 

cooperation, including removing barriers to legitimate maritime trade, settling maritime disputes peacefully and 

based on international law, jointly facing natural disasters and maritime threats created by non-state actors, 

preserving maritime environment and resources, and encouraging responsible maritime connectivity. Indeed, the 

acceptance at the UNSC of the legislative framework for UNCLOS, the “legal framework applicable to activities in 

the oceans, including countering illicit activities at sea”, is seen as an important achievement during India’s month 

at the helm of the Council. The sustained interest of India in promoting maritime security also draws from Mr. 

Modi’s SAGAR vision plan aimed at strengthening economic and security connections with regional maritime 

nations. 

 If there are strategic barriers to creating momentum in achieving these goals, they are associated with 

specific regions of maritime tension including the South China Sea and the Black Sea. Regarding the former, U.S. 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken decried the “dangerous encounters between vessels at sea and provocative 

actions to advance unlawful maritime claims”, rejecting “actions that intimidate and bully other states from 

lawfully accessing their maritime resources”. Similarly, regarding the Black Sea, the Kerch Strait, the Sea of Azov, 

Mr. Blinken at the UNSC debate hit out at what Washington considered “continued aggressive actions against 

Ukraine... which are disrupting commerce and energy access”. Although India’s presidency of the Council is brief, 

its sustained commitment to promoting maritime security and boosting trade through sea routes will require it to 

be adroit in negotiating with these squabbling powers and creative in seeking resolution of the very real conflicts 

at the heart of their disputes. While some may deride UNCLOS as lacking teeth for enforcement, ultimately it is the 

only comprehensive framework of laws available to maritime powers to assert their rights consistent with the 

rules-based international order. Through its UNSC presidency and beyond, New Delhi must faithfully advocate for 

ratification of UNCLOS by all major maritime powers, including the U.S. 

 

 choppy waters (phrase) – this idiomatic 

expression is used to refer to troublesome, 

difficult or uncertain times ahead. 

 maritime (adjective) – of or related to the sea. 

 push for (phrasal verb) – demand, insist on, ask 

for, call for. 

 ratification (noun) – formal consent; permission, 

approval, confirmation, acceptance (of a 

treaty/agreement). 

 United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea (UNCLOS) (noun) – This convention provides 

the overarching framework for the governance of 

the oceans. It governs relations among countries 

on ocean-related issues. It outlines the rights and 

responsibilities countries have related to the use 

of the oceans, the seabed and their resources, 

and the protection of the ocean environment. 

This Convention was signed on 10 December 

1982 and entered into force on 16 November 

1994. 

 take the stage (phrase) – to become the centre 

of attention; attract attention onto oneself. 

 address (verb) – talk to, speak to, give a 

discourse to. 

 ties (noun) – association, relationship, bond, 

connection. 

 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or 

organisational structure for something (to 

function properly). 

 veer (verb) – change, deviate, diverge. 

 trade (verb) – swap, exchange. 

 barb (noun) – insult, sneer, jibe, cutting remark, 

affront, rebuff.   

http://www.vanik.org/


 

2 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (6
th

-SEPTEMBER-2021) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall goals. 

 dissonance (noun) – incongruity, disagreement, 

disparity, discrepancy, contradiction. 

 sphere (noun) – an area of activity; a field of 

activity; domain, realm. 

 at the heart of (phrase) – at the most important 

part of. 

 strident (adjective) – loud & harsh, forceful, 

discordant, vociferous, raucous.   

 counterclaim (noun) – a claim made against a 

(previous) claim. 

 allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, 

indictment. 

 abuse (noun) – wrongdoing, misconduct, 

misdeed, offence/crime. 

 disrespect (noun) – lack of respect, scorn, 

disregard, disdain. 

 territorial (adjective) – relating to a particular 

territory (area/region). 

 sovereignty (noun) – jurisdiction, supremacy, 

dominion, power, authority. 

 on the one hand (phrase) – it is used to 

introduce the first of two contrasting different, 

points, facts, or ways of looking at something.  It 

is always followed later by “on the other hand” 
or ‘on the other’. 

 credit (noun) – praise, admiration, 

commendation, acclaim, acknowledgement, 

recognition. 

 bring to the table (phrase) – contribute/offer 

something (of high value) to a discussion. 

 five-prong (adjective) – having five 

aspects/elements. 

 barrier (noun) – blockade, hurdle, obstacle, 

stumbling block, impediment, hindrance. 

 legitimate (adjective) – legal, lawful, 

constitutional. 

 non-state actor (noun) – an individual or 

organization that has significant political 

influence. 

 actor (noun) – participants (in an action). 

 state actor (noun) – a state actor is a person who 

is acting on behalf of a governmental body. 

 preserve (verb) – sustain, conserve, protect, 

maintain. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 legislative framework (noun) – legal 

structure/system. 

 illicit (adjective) – illegal, unlawful, against the 

law. 

 at the helm (phrase) – in charge, in 

command/control/authority; in the driving seat. 

 sustained (adjective) – continuous, constant, 

steady, prolonged, persistent. 

 interest (noun) – common concern, priority, 

involvement. 

 Security and Growth for All in the Region 

(SAGAR) vision (noun) – India’s strategic vision 

for the Indian Ocean. SAGAR seeks to 

differentiate India’s leadership from the modus 

operandi (method of working) of other regionally 

active major powers and to reassure littoral 

(coastal) states as India’s maritime influence 

grows. 

 momentum (noun) – driving power, strength, 

impetus. 

 tension (noun) – strained relations, strain, 

unease. 

 regarding (preposition) – concerning, with 

regard/respect to, with reference to. 

 decry (verb) – criticize, denounce, condemn. 

 vessel (noun) – ship, yacht, boat. 

 provocative (adjective) – annoying, irritating, 

agitational, inflammatory. 

 advance (verb) – promote, support, encourage; 

suggest, propose, put forward. 

 intimidate (verb) – frighten, threaten, scare, 

overawe, discourage. 

 bully (verb) – persecute, oppress, coerce, 

browbeat, intimidate. 

 strait (noun) – a narrow sea passage (connecting 

two seas); channel, stretch of water. 

 hit out (phrasal verb) – criticize, attack, 

denounce, lash out, castigate. 

 aggressive (adjective) – hostile, belligerent, 

bellicose, hawkish, combative. 

 commerce (noun) – business, trade. 

 brief (adjective) – of short duration. 

 adroit (adjective) – clever, skilful, adept, 

dexterous, deft. 

 squabble (adjective) – quarrelling, arguing, 

fighting, disagreeing, disputing, clashing. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt; ask for, demand. 

 resolution (noun) – solution, settlement. 

 deride (verb) – ridicule, mock, make fun of, 

insult. 

 lack (verb) – be without. 

 teeth (noun) – genuine power. 
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 enforcement (noun) – imposition, 

implementation, execution. 

 comprehensive (adjective) – all-inclusive, broad-

based; all-embracing, complete, thorough. 

 assert (verb) – declare, announce, pronounce, 

state firmly. 

 consistent (adjective) – in agreement with, 

agreeing, in line with, conforming to. 

 rules-based (adjective) – based on a 

predetermined set of principles. 

 world/international/global order (noun) – the 

arrangement of power and authority that 

provides the system for the conduct of 

diplomacy and world politics in relation to the 

entire world. 

 advocate (verb) – support, back, uphold, 

champion, promote, espouse, endorse, urge. 

************************************************************************************* 

UNDERMINING JUSTICE:  

ON VACANCIES IN COURTS, TRIBUNALS 
The Government must explain the unusual delay in filling up vacancies in courts, tribunals 

 It was only a matter of time before the controversy over the Union government delaying judicial 

appointments hit the headlines again. In recent days, the Supreme Court has voiced concern over the 

Government’s lackadaisical attitude towards the large number of vacancies in High Courts and tribunals. Chief 

Justice of India N.V. Ramana confronted the Government with a list of 240 vacancies in various tribunals. He asked 

rather bluntly whether there was a plan to close down some tribunals. Many tribunals lack presiding officers, and 

recommendations made by selection committees have not been acted upon. The vacancies in High Courts are at a 

staggering 455, as on August 1. It appears that exhortations from the courts, and even a judicial order from the top 

court in April — fixing time-frames for the Intelligence Bureau and the Government to process names forwarded 

by the Collegium for making appointments to the High Courts or returning files and for accepting names reiterated 

by the judges’ body — has not imparted a sense of urgency. A two-judge Bench has noted that the Centre’s delay 

in making appointments to the High Courts is adversely affecting the adjudication of commercial disputes. 

 The judiciary’s concern over the vacancies in the tribunals is quite justified, as the jurisdiction previously 

exercised by High Courts is now being exercised by the tribunals, and the failure to adjudicate or dispose of 

disputes in these fields would amount to denial of justice to the parties. The present regime’s eagerness to 

undermine the independent functioning of tribunals is quite apparent. It has been repeatedly framing rules that 

seek to provide for greater executive control over the tenure, emoluments and conditions of service of those 

manning the tribunals. If specialisation, domain expertise and relatively quicker adjudication are the reasons for 

which certain kinds of disputes are being resolved through tribunals, these purposes are lost if these bodies are 

rendered nearly dysfunctional through a large number of vacancies. To compound the problem, the Union 

government has been inexplicably reluctant to create a national body for overseeing the work related to the 

appointment of members on tribunals as well as the appraisal of their functioning. As far as higher judiciary 

appointments are concerned, there is little to enlighten the public on what is causing the delay. Whether it is a 

dispute over the undoubtedly problematic memorandum of procedure, or the desire of the executive to subject 

the Collegium recommendations to its own political scrutiny is not clear. In any case, the delay is causing great 

harm to India’s justice delivery system. 

 

 undermine (verb) – weaken, subvert, sabotage, 

damage. 

 tribunal (noun) – panel, committee (set up to 

resolve some disputes particularly). 

 matter of time (phrase) – If something is just a 

matter of time, that it is sure to happen at some 

time in the future.  

 hit the headlines (phrase) – be 

published/reported widely by the media to get a 

lot of public attention. 

 voice (verb) – express, make public, announce, 

mention. 

 lackadaisical (adjective) – careless, casual, 

unenthusiastic, uninterested, lazy. 

 confront (verb) – present, bring face to face. 

 bluntly (adverb) – straightforwardly, directly, 

candidly, forthrightly. 

 close down (phrasal verb) – close, shut down, 

cease activity. 

 lack (verb) – be without. 
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 presiding officer (noun) – official in-charge. 

 act on/upon (phrasal verb) – comply with, act in 

accordance with, follow, go along with. 

 staggering (adjective) – astonishing, shocking, 

surprising. 

 exhortation (noun) – a communication/ 

statement that forcefully urges someone to do 

something; urging, encouragement, pushing, 

insistence; call, demand, entreaty, appeal. 

 time-frame (noun) – a particular period of time 

in which something is taking place; target date, 

deadline, finishing date. 

 collegium (noun) – The collegium system is the 

one in which the Chief Justice of India and a 

forum of four senior-most judges of the Supreme 

Court recommend appointments & transfers of 

judges. There is no mention of the collegium in 

the Constitution of India. 

 reiterate (verb) – repeat, say again, restate. 

 impart (verb) – give, lend, provide. 

 urgency (noun) – importance, top priority, 

gravity, necessity, exigency, seriousness. 

 bench (noun) – a court of law with a number of 

judges. 

 adversely (adverb) – unfavourably, 

disadvantageously, badly. 

 adjudication (noun) – arbitration, settlement, 

resolution, verdict. 

 judiciary (noun) – judges. 

 the judiciary (noun) – a branch of government in 

which judicial power is vested. 

 jurisdiction (noun) – authority, control, power, 

command, sway.   

 adjudicate (verb) – adjudge, judge, decide, 

settle, resolve. 

 dispose of (phrase) – throw away, throw out, get 

rid of, do away with, discard, jettison, abandon. 

 amount to (verb) – equal to, be equivalent to, be 

tantamount to. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 eagerness (noun) – keenness, enthusiasm, 

fervour, zeal. 

 independent (adjective) – impartial, unbiased, 

neutral, equitable, non-partisan; self-

determining, autonomous. 

 apparent (adjective) – evident/clear, visible, 

noticeable, recognizable. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 the executive (noun) – the executive is a branch 

of government that enforces the law as written 

by the legislature and interpreted by the 

judiciary. 

 executive (adjective) – relating to the executive 

branch of government. 

 tenure (noun) – term, time, period (in office); 

incumbency. 

 emolument (noun) – payment/salary (from 

employment or office); advantage, profit, or gain 

received as a result of one’s employment or 

one’s holding of office.  

 man (verb) – work (at a place); staff, crew, 

occupy. 

 domain expertise (noun) – knowledge, skill, 

proficiency, ability, prowess (in a particular area 

of activity). 

 relatively (adverb) – comparatively, 

proportionately, somewhat, to a certain 

extent/degree. 

 render (verb) – make, cause to be, cause to 

become. 

 dysfunctional (adjective) – not 

functioning/working normally or properly; 

troubled, unsettled, flawed. 

 compound (verb) – intensify, increase, 

exacerbate, heighten, aggravate, worsen. 

 inexplicably (adverb) – in a way something can 

not be accountable/explainable/understandable. 

 reluctant (adjective) – unwilling, disinclined, 

resisting, opposed, hesitant. 

 oversee (verb) – supervise, be in charge of, be 

responsible for, look after, keep an eye on, 

inspect. 

 as well as (phrase) – and also, and in addition. 

 appraisal (noun) – assessment, evaluation, 

estimation, judgement. 

 as far as – is concerned (phrase) – with regard to 

a particular person or situation. 

 enlighten (verb) – inform, make aware, notify, 

tell, advise (about a particular  situation). 

 Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) (noun) – a 

guideline for the selection of high court judges. 

 subject to (verb) – put through, cause 

someone/something to go through, cause to 

undergo. 

 scrutiny (noun) – examination, inspection, 

investigation. 

 in any case (phrase) – moreover, anyhow, 

anyways, at any rate, whatever happens.  
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